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Livestock production and consumption

● Consumption of meat is rising
● Reasons: population growth, 

standard of living, third world 
countries development

● Industrial breeding vs. free 
range farming

● Shift of production to other 
countries



Livestock Production and the Environment

18% of all global greenhouse gas emissions 

9% carbon dioxide

30% of methane

consumption ranges from 34-76 trillion gallons annually.

20%-33% of all freshwater consumption in the world today

leading cause of species extinction, ocean dead zones, water pollution, and 
habitat destruction

91% of Amazon destruction.

136 million rainforest acres cleared 



Beef in the US



Production and consumption in the Czech Republic

Pre-communist vs 
communist style of 
production

Subsidy of meat industry

Regulations of pollution



Laws and Regulations

Greenhouse Gas Reporting:

Farms that have emissions larger than the threshold must report

The threshold to report is 25,000 metric tons of CO2 per yearOver 

Resource Conservation & Recovery Act (RCRA)

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

“Follow label instructions to apply pesticide legally”



Government Programs

Food Purchases Program

Help provide assistance to farmers 
that are under financial stress by 
buying products

Federal programs provide 
compensation if farmers adopt 
conservation and environmental 
programs aimed that protect 
natural resources.

Soil and water resources



Agriculture in US Economy

Meat production companies 
$81.2 billion in revenues 
to federal and state taxes

Consumption $2.4 billion in 
state sales taxes

6% of GDP $864.2 billion



Possible solutions

● Externalities
● Is recommendation of government sufficient?
● Taxation of meat and dairy products?
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